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Changing Pattern of Trade Union in Bangladesh

A F M Mohsin*
ABSTRACT 1999

A trade union, as is generally understood and accepted all over the world, is
a continuing permanent and democratic organization, voluntarily created by
and for workers to protect them at this work, to improve the conditions of
their work by collective bargaining procedure. The problems of worker differ
from country to country and from industry to industry even from workplace
to another workplace in the same town or district. The trade union is formed
for the purpose to get the legitimate interests from the proper authority.
Thus each, whether local union or national centre, is unique of its own
pattern.

The territory now comprising of Bangladesh had once been part of British
India and there after Pakistan and as such it inherited trade unionism and
trade union laws. Industrialization is very slow in Bangladesh, yet from the
historical point of view the origin and growth of trade unionism here is quite
old and continuous.

. The history of the development of trade unionism and trade union legislation

in Bangladesh is not very happy and wealthy. For the present study of
changing pattern of trade union in Bangladesh, we must have a thorough
idea of the origin and growth of trade unions, trade union movements, legal
and constitutional aspacts of trade union, functions of trade union, present
activities of trade union and evolutior, of trade union policy.

An attempt has been made in this study to provide a comprehensive idea
about all the above mentioned issues. This work shall fill the gaps in
information required to project a full picture regarding trade unionism in
Bangladesh.

In this work the suggestion were invited from workers, union leaders,
management and the Chairman of labour court of six divisions. These were
studied and analysed along with their recommendation. It is hoped that if
these suggestions are-implemented, it would help to formulate a good labour
policy.

* Associate Professor, Department of Law, Rajshahi University.
[This Project was submitted to the Faculty of Law, Rajshahi University in 1999]
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